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One i& in no danger of exaggerating here, at
least, for the intense competition of English life
to-day, which makes it necessary that men should
"train" in order to achieve success, or even so
i^uch as1 hold their own, is everywhere manifest.

In so far as these Englishmen take better care
of themselves, they are younger for their years
than our men. I am controverting the received
opinion about the English, both on the Continent
and in America, when I say that Englishmen
laugh and smile and "lark" more than other
men of mature age. I have noted how men of
different ages play together; so, too, they get on
comfortably and happily together in all sorts of
ways. This may be due to the fact that priggish-
ness is so abhorred here, and, consequently,
serious matters are not much discussed, intel-
lectual differences between men of different ages
are not so marked, and men in their conversation
as well as in their games are more on the same
level. Any assumption of superiority is frowned
upon, and both young and old make a mild
form of "chaff" the conversational medium of
intercourse. At the club, in the country house
billiard room, over their cigars and coffee after
dinner, the conversation seldom drifts beyond the
understanding, or the easy participation therein
of those most mildly endowed intellectually.